
BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Articles re Chhattisgarh (background) 

1.  Official background re history of the region (state website) 

http://chhattisgarh.nic.in/profile/corigin.htm 

2. Medecins Sans Frontieres report:  Top Ten Most Under-reported Humanitarian Stories of 2006 

http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/publications/reports/2007/top10_2006.htm 

3. Christian Science Monitor : In the heart of India, a little-known Civil War 
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0501/p06s02-wosc.html 

4. Christian Science Monitor: Former weed may fill world's fuel tanks 

http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0508/p01s03-wosc.html 

5. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences: Growth in India’s Industrial Hub Leaves Many 

Behind 

http://cms.cass.cn/show_News_e.asp?id=14355 

6. Christian Science Monitor report: In rural India, wealth just out of reach 

http://fe17.news.sp1.yahoo.com/s/csm/20070522/wl_csm/odiamond 

7. Christian Science Monitor report:  More depressing than Afghanistan 

http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0501/p06s01-wogn.html 

8.  BBC News June 30.06Displaced by India's red threat  

In the past year, the central Indian state of Chhattisgarh has become a battleground as state-backed 
militia, the Salwa Judum, and police intensify their fight against Maoist rebels. It is estimated that as 
many as 100,000 villagers, caught in the middle of the growing violence, have been forced to flee their 
homes and land.  

The BBC's Jill McGivering visited some of Chhattisgarh's relief camps to find that many of those 
displaced are now starving and desperate.  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/south_asia/5074918.stm 

 

 

 

 

Articles re: Binayak unrelated to arrest 

http://chhattisgarh.nic.in/profile/corigin.htm
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/publications/reports/2007/top10_2006.htm
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0501/p06s02-wosc.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0508/p01s03-wosc.html
http://cms.cass.cn/show_News_e.asp?id=14355
http://fe17.news.sp1.yahoo.com/s/csm/20070522/wl_csm/odiamond
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0501/p06s01-wogn.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/south_asia/5074918.stm
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1. Frontline (The Hindu): Volume 23 - Issue 05 :: Mar. 11 - 24, 2006: People’s War 

http://www.hinduonnet.com/fline/fl2305/stories/20060324007613300.htm 

2. The Hindu. Jan 18
th

 2004: A union and a hospital 

http://www.hinduonnet.com/mag/2004/01/18/stories/2004011800090400.htm 

 

Undated reports about arrest 

1. Amnesty International India: Human rights defender detained amid harassment of 
adivasi indigenous rights activists 

http://www.amnesty.org.in/pages/report1.aspx 

2. World Movement for Democracy – June 2007 news 

Democracy Reports and Appeals 1: Human Rights Defender Arrested 

http://www.humiliationstudies.org/news/2007/06/world-movement-for-democracy-june-2007-news/ 

 

http://www.hinduonnet.com/fline/fl2305/stories/20060324007613300.htm
http://www.hinduonnet.com/mag/2004/01/18/stories/2004011800090400.htm
http://www.amnesty.org.in/pages/report1.aspx
http://www.humiliationstudies.org/news/2007/06/world-movement-for-democracy-june-2007-news/


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Monday May 14th 2007 

1. MRZine (Monthly Review):  Condemn Arrest of Dr. Binayak Sen: Oppose Attack on 
People's Union for Civil Liberties, Chhatisgarh 

http://mrzine.monthlyreview.org/pucl140507.html 

 

http://mrzine.monthlyreview.org/pucl140507.html


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Tuesday May 15th 2007 

1. Chennai Vision: Rights activist arrested in Chhattisgarh for Maoist connection 
http://www.chennaivision.com/enews/2007/may/15/Rights-activist-arrested-in-Chhattisgarh-for-

Maoist-connection.asp 

2. Hitavida: PUCL vice chief Dr Binayak Sen arrested for links with Maoists 

http://news.hitavadaonline.com/news/index.php?mode=print&n=14310 

Note: above link unavailable at times. If so, then try cached link below: 

http://72.14.253.104/search?q=cache:l0XviN6XprYJ:news.hitavadaonline.com/news/index.php%3F

mode%3Dprint%26n%3D14310+hitavadaonline+binayak+sen&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=2&gl=au 

3. RxPG News: Targeting rights activists the Chhattisgarh way 

http://www.rxpgnews.com/india/Targeting-rights-activists-the-Chhattisgarh-way_27985.shtml 

 

http://www.chennaivision.com/enews/2007/may/15/Rights-activist-arrested-in-Chhattisgarh-for-Maoist-connection.asp
http://www.chennaivision.com/enews/2007/may/15/Rights-activist-arrested-in-Chhattisgarh-for-Maoist-connection.asp
http://news.hitavadaonline.com/news/index.php?mode=print&n=14310
http://72.14.253.104/search?q=cache:l0XviN6XprYJ:news.hitavadaonline.com/news/index.php%3Fmode%3Dprint%26n%3D14310+hitavadaonline+binayak+sen&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=2&gl=au
http://72.14.253.104/search?q=cache:l0XviN6XprYJ:news.hitavadaonline.com/news/index.php%3Fmode%3Dprint%26n%3D14310+hitavadaonline+binayak+sen&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=2&gl=au
http://www.rxpgnews.com/india/Targeting-rights-activists-the-Chhattisgarh-way_27985.shtml


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Wednesday May 16th 2007 

1. NDTV: Protests against PUCL activist's arrest 

http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070012266 

2. CGNet: Statement by Amnesty International on Dr. Binayak Sen's Arrest  

India: Human rights defender detained amid harassment of adivasi indigenous 
rights activists 
http://www.cgnet.in/aajkal/campaigns/aajkal/campaigns/amnesty_statement 

3. The Hindu: PUCL condemns arrest of Sen 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/16/stories/2007051602651600.htm 

4. Association for India’s Development: Support pours in for Dr Binayak Sen 

http://aidindia.org/main/content/view/406/74/ 

5. People’s Health Movement: Global health movement demands release of detained 
Indian doctor: Release Dr Binayak Sen Immediately! 

http://www.phmovement.org/en/node/347?PHPSESSID=c99af7d81ec2799c9ced45f75db623d1 

 

http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070012266
http://www.cgnet.in/aajkal/campaigns/aajkal/campaigns/amnesty_statement
http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/16/stories/2007051602651600.htm
http://aidindia.org/main/content/view/406/74/
http://www.phmovement.org/en/node/347?PHPSESSID=c99af7d81ec2799c9ced45f75db623d1


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Thursday May 17th 2007 

1. Sahara Samay: PUCL workers call upon Patil 

http://www.saharasamay.com/samayhtml/articles.aspx?newsid=75577 

2, Newindpess.com SOS from alma mater for an illustrious student 

http://www.newindpress.com/NewsItems.asp?ID=IET20070517121520&Page=T&Title=Southern+

News+-+Tamil+Nadu&Topic=0 

Note: no public access to this link, need subscription 

 

http://www.saharasamay.com/samayhtml/articles.aspx?newsid=75577
http://www.newindpress.com/NewsItems.asp?ID=IET20070517121520&Page=T&Title=Southern+News+-+Tamil+Nadu&Topic=0
http://www.newindpress.com/NewsItems.asp?ID=IET20070517121520&Page=T&Title=Southern+News+-+Tamil+Nadu&Topic=0
http://www.newindpress.com/NewsItems.asp?ID=IET20070517121520&Page=T&Title=Southern+News+-+Tamil+Nadu&Topic=0
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 May 18th 2007 

1. Times Now: Chhattisgarh doctor labelled a naxalite 

http://www.timesnow.tv/Sections/World/Chhattisgarh_doctor_labelled_a_naxalite/articleshow/2060

565.cms 

Note: Alumni comments at  

http://www.timesnow .TV/opinions/ 2060565.cms. 

2, CNN/IBN Activist held, PUCL members outraged 

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/activist-held-pucl-members-outraged/40804-3.html 

Note: Alumni comments:at: 

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/activist-held-pucl-members-outraged/40804/comments.html# 

Video link 

http://www.ibnlive.com/videos/40804/activist-held-pucl-members-outraged.html 

3. The Hindu: Activist groups condemn PUCL leader's arrest 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/18/stories/2007051801451400.htm 

4. The Hindu: Sen's arrest an example of repression by Chhattisgarh Government, 
says PUCL 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/18/stories/2007051801461400.htm 

5. Deccan Herald: Outrage over activist’s arrest 

http://www.deccanherald.com/Content/May182007/national200705172288.asp 

6. Outlook India Rant and Rave (Reader’s Comments)  

http://www.outlookindia.com/rantsmag.asp?fodname=20070516&fname=rajinderpuri&sid=1 

CONTENT ON THIS SITE HAS CHANGED; MAYBE WE SHOULD DELETE THE LINK. 

http://www.timesnow.tv/Sections/World/Chhattisgarh_doctor_labelled_a_naxalite/articleshow/2060565.cms
http://www.timesnow.tv/Sections/World/Chhattisgarh_doctor_labelled_a_naxalite/articleshow/2060565.cms
http://www.timesnow.tv/opinions/2060565.cms
http://www.ibnlive.com/news/activist-held-pucl-members-outraged/40804-3.html
http://www.ibnlive.com/news/activist-held-pucl-members-outraged/40804/comments.html
http://www.ibnlive.com/videos/40804/activist-held-pucl-members-outraged.html
http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/18/stories/2007051801451400.htm
http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/18/stories/2007051801461400.htm
http://www.deccanherald.com/Content/May182007/national200705172288.asp
http://www.outlookindia.com/rantsmag.asp?fodname=20070516&fname=rajinderpuri&sid=1


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Saturday May 19th 2007 

1. The Hindu: Plea to ensure safety of PUCL leader 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/19/stories/2007051904870300.htm 

2. Economic and Political Weekly: Letters: Condemn Arrest of Binayak Sen 

http://www.epw.org.in/epw/uploads/articles/10636.pdf 

 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/19/stories/2007051904870300.htm
http://www.epw.org.in/epw/uploads/articles/10636.pdf


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Sunday May 20th 2007 

1. Times Now: Row over Dr Binayak Sen's arrest 

http://www.timesnow.tv/Sections/News/Row_over_Dr_Binayak_Sens_arrest/articleshow/2062528.

cms 

Note: Readers’ Comments: http://www.timesnow.tv/opinions/2062528.cms 

2. Times of India: Naxal papers found at official's house: Cops 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/Naxal_papers_found_at_officials_house_Cops/articleshow

/2062094.cms 

Note: Readers’ Comments: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/opinions/2062094.cms 

3.The Telegraph (Calcutta): Cry Freedom 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1070520/asp/7days/story_7803070.asp 

 

http://www.timesnow.tv/Sections/News/Row_over_Dr_Binayak_Sens_arrest/articleshow/2062528.cms
http://www.timesnow.tv/Sections/News/Row_over_Dr_Binayak_Sens_arrest/articleshow/2062528.cms
http://www.timesnow.tv/opinions/2062528.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/Naxal_papers_found_at_officials_house_Cops/articleshow/2062094.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/Naxal_papers_found_at_officials_house_Cops/articleshow/2062094.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/opinions/2062094.cms
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1070520/asp/7days/story_7803070.asp


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Monday May 21st 2007 

1. The Hindu: Documents, computer seized from PUCL official's house 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/21/stories/2007052109240300.htm 

2. Deshbandhu  (Hindi): SOCIAL WORKERS WILL MEET GOVERNOR AND CHIEF 
MINISTER 

http://www.dailydeshbandhu.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=1&twindow=&mad=&sdeta\ 
il=9906&wpage=1&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&rety\ 
pe=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=1984&hn=dailydeshbandhu&he\ 
=.com 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/21/stories/2007052109240300.htm
http://www.dailydeshbandhu.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=1&twindow=&mad=&sdetail=9906&wpage=1&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&retype=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=1984&hn=dailydeshbandhu&he=.co
http://www.dailydeshbandhu.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=1&twindow=&mad=&sdetail=9906&wpage=1&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&retype=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=1984&hn=dailydeshbandhu&he=.co
http://www.dailydeshbandhu.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=1&twindow=&mad=&sdetail=9906&wpage=1&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&retype=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=1984&hn=dailydeshbandhu&he=.co
http://www.dailydeshbandhu.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=1&twindow=&mad=&sdetail=9906&wpage=1&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&retype=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=1984&hn=dailydeshbandhu&he=.co


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Thursday May 24th 2007 

1. Amnesty International: India: Chattisgarh government detains human rights 
defender, refuses to arrest police officials suspected of involvement in unlawful 
killings of adivasis 

http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGASA200132007 

 

http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGASA200132007


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Saturday May 26th 2007 

1. The News International, Pakistan: Atrocity in India's tribal heartland 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=57628 

2. Tehelka:The People’s Paper: SPECIAL REPORT: State vs Naxals – Vigilante State 

http://www.tehelka.com/story_main30.asp?filename=Ne020607Vigilante_state_SR.aspit 

3. CounterCurrents.Org: J' accuse: A Children's Doctor And A Mighty State 

http://www.countercurrents.org/gatade260507.htm 

4. Josh-Online.me.uk: Human Rights activists in Delhi protest against Binayak Sen’s 
arrest 

http://joshconline.wordpress.com/?s=binayak+sen 

 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=57628
http://www.tehelka.com/story_main30.asp?filename=Ne020607Vigilante_state_SR.aspit
http://www.countercurrents.org/gatade260507.htm
http://joshconline.wordpress.com/?s=binayak+sen


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Sunday May 27th 2007 

1. The Times of India Time City: Pro-Maoists come to aid of naxals 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Cities/Nagpur/Pro-

Maoists_come_to_aid_of_naxals/articleshow/2077005.cms 

2. Khaleej Times Online: When the state turns lawless 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/opinion/2007/May/opinion_May9

0.xml&section=opinion&col 

 

Note: Readers’ comments: http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayLetters.asp?valid=5&strpath= 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Cities/Nagpur/Pro-Maoists_come_to_aid_of_naxals/articleshow/2077005.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Cities/Nagpur/Pro-Maoists_come_to_aid_of_naxals/articleshow/2077005.cms
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/opinion/2007/May/opinion_May90.xml&section=opinion&col
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/opinion/2007/May/opinion_May90.xml&section=opinion&col
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayLetters.asp?valid=5&strpath


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Monday May 29th 2007 

1.Outlook India: Internal Bleeding: Activists file a PIL pleading an end to support for 
Salwa Judum  

http://www.outlookindia.com/full.asp?fodname=20070604&fname=Tribals+(F)&sid=2 

SEEMS TO REQUIRE REGISTRATION 

http://www.outlookindia.com/full.asp?fodname=20070604&fname=Tribals+(F)&sid=2


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Tuesday May 29th 2007 

1. Times of India: Presumed Guilty 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Opinion/Editorial/Presumed_Guilty/articleshow/2081237.cms 

Note: Readers Comments 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/opinions/2081237.cms 

2. NDTV.Com: Chattisgarh activists face crackdown 

http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070013656 

Note: Readers Comments 

http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070013656#comment 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Opinion/Editorial/Presumed_Guilty/articleshow/2081237.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/opinions/2081237.cms
http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070013656
http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070013656#comment


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Wednesday May 30th 2007 

1. The Hindu (Opinion): Naxalite Hotbed 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/30/stories/2007053001441000.htm 

2, Radio Netherlands Worldwide: India’s silent war 

http://www.radionetherlands.nl/currentaffairs/ind070530mc 

Note: Reader Reactions available on same page 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/30/stories/2007053001441000.htm
http://www.radionetherlands.nl/currentaffairs/ind070530mc


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Thursday May 31st, 2007 

1. Daily India.com: PUCL-activists-demand-release-of-an-arrested-social-worker-in-
Chhattisgarh 

http://www.dailyindia.com/show/145722.php/PUCL-activists-demand-release-of-an-arrested-

social-worker-in-Chhattisgarh 

2. Reuters TV (London): India's rights activists demand release of an arrested social 
worker in Maoist-affected state. 
http://rtv.rtrlondon.co.uk/2007-05-31/35341d1f.html 

Note: This is the script for a story.  The story is linked to numerous sites. Link to find these is: 

http://www.google.com.au/search?hl=en&q=reuters+tv+london&as_q=binayak+sen&btnG=Search

%C2%A0within%C2%A0results 

3. The Navhind Times: State-Sponsored Terror in Chattisgarh 

http://www.navhindtimes.com/articles.php?Story_ID=053119 

http://www.dailyindia.com/show/145722.php/PUCL-activists-demand-release-of-an-arrested-social-worker-in-Chhattisgarh
http://www.dailyindia.com/show/145722.php/PUCL-activists-demand-release-of-an-arrested-social-worker-in-Chhattisgarh
http://rtv.rtrlondon.co.uk/2007-05-31/35341d1f.html
http://www.google.com.au/search?hl=en&q=reuters+tv+london&as_q=binayak+sen&btnG=Search%C2%A0within%C2%A0results
http://www.google.com.au/search?hl=en&q=reuters+tv+london&as_q=binayak+sen&btnG=Search%C2%A0within%C2%A0results
http://www.navhindtimes.com/articles.php?Story_ID=053119


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Friday, June 1st 

1.The Indian Express: C’garh attack dampens efforts to curb Naxalism 

http://www.indianexpress.com/story/32416.html 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/story/32416.html


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Saturday June 2nd 2007 

1. Daily Times Site Edition: HUM HINDUSTANI: Healing the healers 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/print.asp?page=2007\06\02\story_2-6-2007_pg3_6 

Note: Comments at: 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C06%5C04%5Cstory_4-6-2007_pg3_7 

2. Tehelka: Chattisgarh Crackdown: Another Activist in Jail 

http://www.tehelka.com/story_main31.asp?filename=Ne090607Another_activist.asp 

3. Mainstream: J’accuse! A children’s doctor and a mighty state 

http://www.mainstreamweekly.net/article152.html 

4. Mainstream Communication: An assault on human rights 

http://www.mainstreamweekly.net/article144.html 

 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/print.asp?page=2007\06\02\story_2-6-2007_pg3_6
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C06%5C04%5Cstory_4-6-2007_pg3_7
http://www.tehelka.com/story_main31.asp?filename=Ne090607Another_activist.asp
http://www.mainstreamweekly.net/article152.html
http://www.mainstreamweekly.net/article144.html


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Sunday June 3rd 

1. Truthout: The importance of saving Binayak Sen 

http://www.truthout.org/docs_2006/060307D.shtml 

http://www.truthout.org/docs_2006/060307D.shtml


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Tuesday June 5th  

1. Economic Times: Media must not ignore Chhattisgarh or else... 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/News/PoliticsNation/Media_must_not_ignore_Chhattisgarh_o

r_else/articleshow/2098402.cms 

2. The Times of India: New Chhattisgarh law draconian: Jogi 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Cities/New_Chhattisgarh_law_draconian_Jogi/rssarticleshow/20

98032.cms 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/News/PoliticsNation/Media_must_not_ignore_Chhattisgarh_or_else/articleshow/2098402.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/News/PoliticsNation/Media_must_not_ignore_Chhattisgarh_or_else/articleshow/2098402.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Cities/New_Chhattisgarh_law_draconian_Jogi/rssarticleshow/2098032.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Cities/New_Chhattisgarh_law_draconian_Jogi/rssarticleshow/2098032.cms


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Thursday 7 June 2007 

1. UK House of Commons Thursday 7 June 2007 

Notices of Motions for which no days have been fixed (‘Early Day Motions’) 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70607e01.htm 

1615 ARREST OF DR BINAYAK SEN 5:6:07 
 Ms Diane Abbott 

 Peter Bottomley 

 Lynne Jones 

 Mr Martin Caton 

 Mr Ronnie Campbell 

 Jeremy Corbyn 

 Mr George Galloway John Hemming Mr Mike Weir 

 Mr Dai Davies   

That this House is concerned at the arbitrary arrest of the human rights activist and General 

Secretary of the Chhattisgarh unit of the People's Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL), Dr Binayak 

Sen, in the Indian state of Chhattisgarh; notes with concern that this arrest has taken place in the 

aftermath of the alleged involvement by the police in the unlawful killing of 12 adivasis or tribal 

people; further notes that, despite these allegations being substantiated by a police inquiry, the state 

government still refuses to approve the prosecution of those suspected to be involved; further notes 

that this has occurred in the context of an escalation in violence between Maoist rebels and the 

Salwa Judum militia, which is widely believed to be sponsored by the state government; further 

notes with concern that other members of the PUCL have been subject to harassment and threats of 

arrest; and therefore supports the calls of Amnesty International for the state government to release 

Dr Sen immediately unless he is charged with a recognisably criminal offence and take urgent steps 

to end the harassment of the other human rights defenders in the state. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70607e01.htm


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Saturday June 9th 

1. British Medical Journal News: Indian Doctor held under controversial antiterrorism 
law 

Dwyer O. BMJ 2007: Vol 334: 1184-5 

Abstract available at: http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/extract/334/7605/1184-a 

Rapid responses: http://www.bmj.com/cgi/eletters/334/7605/1184-a 

http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/extract/334/7605/1184-a
http://www.bmj.com/cgi/eletters/334/7605/1184-a
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Monday June 11th 

1. The Hindu: Arrest of Binayak Sen condemned 

http://www.thehindu.com/2007/06/11/stories/2007061104700400.htm 

http://www.thehindu.com/2007/06/11/stories/2007061104700400.htm
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Tuesday June 12th 

1. The Hindu: The Commons' concern at activist's arrest 

http://www.thehindu.com/2007/06/12/stories/2007061208211200.htm 

2. Australian Broadcasting Corporation Radio (Radio National).  

Late Night Live: Dr Sen and the Naxalites of Chattisgarh 

http://www.abc.net.au/rn/latenightlive/ 

Then click to listen to the program 

 

3.  NDTV: Chhattisgarh Tribals Living on the Edge 

<http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070015300> 

http://www.thehindu.com/2007/06/12/stories/2007061208211200.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/latenightlive/
http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070015300


BINAYAK MEDIA WATCH updated Nov 13, 2007 

Wednesday June 13th 

1. Merinews: Binayak Sen, The Child Specialist 

http://www.merinews.com/catFull.jsp?articleID=125323 

Note: there appears to be difficulty submitting comments 

 

Thursday June 14
th

 

Analytic Monthly Review:  Free Dr. Binayak Sen, immediately! 

http://www.infochangeindia.org/analysis202.jsp# 

 

 

Monday June 18, 2007 

========= ==== 

The Hindu :Noam Chomsky seeks Binayak Sen's release 

 

http://www.hinduonn et.com/2007/ 06/18/stories/ 2007061810840300 .htm 

 

 

 

June 19, 2007 

Info Change India: The Importance of Social Medicine 

http://www.infochangeindia.org/analysis202.jsp# 

article by Dr George Thomas, editor of Indian Journal of Medical Ethics 

 

June 26
th

, 2007 

Daily Deshbandhu (Hindi) 

http://www.dailydes hbandhu.com/ default.asp? sourceid= &smenu=134& twindow=Default& 

mad=No&sdetail= 12626&wpage= 1&skeyword= &sidate=& ccat=&ccatm= &restate= &restatus= 

&reoption= &retype=& repmin=&repmax= &rebed=&rebath= &subname= &pform=&sc= 

1984&hn=dailydes hbandhu&he= .com 

 

June 27, 2007 

Hindustan Times: Doctored Arrest 

http://epaper.hindustantimes.com/artMailDisp.aspx?article=28_06_2007_010_024&typ=1&pub=47 

Op-ed by Anand Patwardhan 

 

http://www.merinews.com/catFull.jsp?articleID=125323
http://www.infochangeindia.org/analysis202.jsp
http://www.hinduonnet.com/2007/06/18/stories/2007061810840300.htm
http://www.infochangeindia.org/analysis202.jsp
http://www.dailydeshbandhu.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=134&twindow=Default&mad=No&sdetail=12626&wpage=1&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&retype=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=1984&hn=dailydeshbandhu&he=.com
http://www.dailydeshbandhu.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=134&twindow=Default&mad=No&sdetail=12626&wpage=1&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&retype=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=1984&hn=dailydeshbandhu&he=.com
http://www.dailydeshbandhu.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=134&twindow=Default&mad=No&sdetail=12626&wpage=1&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&retype=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=1984&hn=dailydeshbandhu&he=.com
http://www.dailydeshbandhu.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=134&twindow=Default&mad=No&sdetail=12626&wpage=1&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&retype=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=1984&hn=dailydeshbandhu&he=.com
http://epaper.hindustantimes.com/artMailDisp.aspx?article=28_06_2007_010_024&typ=1&pub=47
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June 30, 2007 

The Lancet 2007; 369:2155 

DOI:10.1016/ S0140-6736( 07)61000- 9 

http://www.thelance t.com/journals/ lancet/article/ PIIS014067360761 0009/fulltext 

 

Correspondence 

Arrest of paediatrician and human rights activist Binayak Sen 

Anand Zachariah and Sara Bhattacharji 

 

June 2007 (exact date unknown) 

InfoChangeIndia 

Speaking Out Against Wrong Actions is Both a Right And a Duty 

Sandhya Srinivasan 

http://www.infochangeindia.org/analysis203.jsp 

 

July 2, 2007 

Countercurrents 

This is Not a Story About Binayak Sen 

Subhash Gatade 

http://www.countercurrents.org/gatade020707.htm 

 

 

Hindustan Times 

India Besieged: Part II.  Sleeping on the Job? Blame the Militants. 

Neelesh Mishra and Nagendar Sharma. 

(not specifically about Binayak Sen) 

http://epaper.hindustantimes.com/artMailDisp.aspx?article=03_07_2007_011_003&typ=1&p

ub=47 

 

 

July 8, 2007 

The Week 

Clinical Trial 

Murali Eadezath 

http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgi-

bin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekContent.do?BV_ID=@@@&contentType=EDITORIAL

&sectionName=TheWeek%20Current%20Events&programId=1073754900&contentId=2624

033 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140673607610009/fulltext
http://www.infochangeindia.org/analysis203.jsp
http://www.countercurrents.org/gatade020707.htm
http://epaper.hindustantimes.com/artMailDisp.aspx?article=03_07_2007_011_003&typ=1&pub=47
http://epaper.hindustantimes.com/artMailDisp.aspx?article=03_07_2007_011_003&typ=1&pub=47
http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgi-bin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekContent.do?BV_ID=@@@&contentType=EDITORIAL&sectionName=TheWeek%20Current%20Events&programId=1073754900&contentId=2624033
http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgi-bin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekContent.do?BV_ID=@@@&contentType=EDITORIAL&sectionName=TheWeek%20Current%20Events&programId=1073754900&contentId=2624033
http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgi-bin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekContent.do?BV_ID=@@@&contentType=EDITORIAL&sectionName=TheWeek%20Current%20Events&programId=1073754900&contentId=2624033
http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgi-bin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekContent.do?BV_ID=@@@&contentType=EDITORIAL&sectionName=TheWeek%20Current%20Events&programId=1073754900&contentId=2624033
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July 11, 2007 

http://online.wsj.com/public/article/SB118410081357662415.html 

Wall Street Journal (Europe) 

Mines Must Consider Their Social Impact 

July 11, 2007 

 

Leo Johnson's enlightening article about the Equator Principles ("Open 

Season," Business Europe, July 5) seems relevant to an important 

sector. Minerals help fuel development in China and India. Those 

countries help prop up world demand. The social assessments described 

in the Equator Principles could prove crucial to the uninterrupted 

flow of minerals. 

 

For example, mineral-rich Chhattisgarh state was India's top 

destination for foreign investment in the first half of 2006. However, 

this rush was accompanied by carelessness about assessing social 

risks. An award-winning physician and human-rights defender, Dr. 

Binayak Sen, was detained in Chhattisgarh this May after he spoke out 

against a massacre of unarmed indigenous civilians who are being 

hustled off their ancestral land in disputes over land acquisition for 

resource extraction. 

 

Such cases forewarn probable constrictions in the global pipeline for 

minerals. If the local authorities understood the importance of 

consultation as opposed to brute force, many social risks could be 

averted. The Equator Principles deserve greater publicity: They 

encourage sound ethics and predictable business. What happens in 

mineral-rich regions such as Chhattisgarh today could well affect the 

development of China and India tomorrow, and earnings reports on Wall 

Street the day after. 

 

Joel Almeida 

Wiltshire, England 

 

July 13, 2007 

 

Chhattisgarh Ki Jan Website 

éPar jhoot bhi tho nahin likh sakthe 

http://www.cgnet.in/Members/shu/ufanarticles/baasi130707 

http://online.wsj.com/public/article/SB118410081357662415.html
http://www.cgnet.in/Members/shu/ufanarticles/baasi130707
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July 2007 

The Lancet 2007; 369:2155 

DOI:10.1016/ S0140-6736( 07)61000- 9 

Dr. Binayak's Arrest- A Watershed event in Community Health Movement in India 

Dr. Rajan R Patil, Epidemiologist & Public Health Activist, India. 

 

Binayak Sen's case throws open larger issue of public health activism 

and role of doctor in society in general. The Hippocratic oath 

requires doctor to prevent illness not just in patients in isolated 

clinical settings but also in society at large. The well being of an 

individual is also influenced by well being of society he/she is 

living in, thereby re-emphasizing on the social determinants of health 

as an important predictor of individual health. Hence individual and 

societal health are interdependent.  

 

The overwhelming national and international support and solidarity 

witnessed in Dr.Binayak Sen's case augurs well for community health 

movement in India. The online petition addressed to Prime minister of 

India and the Chief minister Chattisgarh state, launching of massive 

signature campaign protesting the arrest of Dr. Binayak Sen, protest 

march on the Indian streets by several voluntary organizations 

demanding his early and conditional release, meetings and seminars 

held all over India to build pressure on the Chattisgarh government 

etc are all extension of vibrant community health action and practice 

in India.  

 

Binayak's case is pitched very differently, unlike traditional legal 

wrangles in which some of us found ourselves during the course of our 

professional activities/activism . Now I am veering down to the view, 

after talking to some progressive legal experts that his case is less 

a legal problem and more a case of political arrest, in which laws of 

the land are only used as a mere tool for political intimidation. In 

such cases, the state does its home work very well to prepare a water 

tight case. The state usually clamps sections that are generally 

applied to a hard core terrorist/naxalite, as demonstrated in Dr. 

Binayak's case. So it becomes extremely difficult to beat the system 

in the routine legal framework, as they were originally designed to 

safeguard interest of state security. 

 

In such matters, when the roots of the issue are entrenched in 

political earth, we will have to necessarily find (invent) political 

means to get Dr. Binayak released. Hence the "Rights Based Approach" 

would be the best away out. The strategy of creating mass awareness, 

holding meetings , seminars on this issue and of course going and 

talking though the fourth estate of democracy i.e The Press/TV media 

is undoubtedly the most potent tool to influence public opinion and 

there fore influencing the legal outcome. 
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July-Sept 2007 issue 

Indian Journal of Medical Ethics 

http://www.ijme. in/153ed104. html 
. 

C. Sathyamala  

BINAYAK SEN: REDEFINING HEALTH CARE IN AN UNJUST SOCIETY 

August 2007 
 

CNN-IBN 

August 3, 2007 

http://www.ibnlive. com/printpage. php?id=46133&section_id=3 

Rupashree Nanda 

Undertrials across India hang on to hope of freedom 

 

IndLAW 

UNI 

Aug 3, 2007 

http://www.indlawnews.com/CE13444B485FF065A02B47491B8E4F50 

PUCL leader Binayak Sen charge-sheeted 

 

CNN IBN 

August 15, 2007 

http://ibnlive.com/videos/46880/doctor-who-treated-a-naxalite-is-now-behind-bars\ 
.html 

Diptosh Majumdar 

Doctor who treated a Naxalite is now behind bars 

Chief Minister says ñOne doctor is arrested and the whole world shakesò  

 

http://www.ibnlive.com/printpage.php?id=46133&section_id=3
http://ibnlive.com/videos/46880/doctor-who-treated-a-naxalite-is-now-behind-bars.html
http://ibnlive.com/videos/46880/doctor-who-treated-a-naxalite-is-now-behind-bars.html
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DESI CRITICS 

August 17, 2007 

http://desicritics.org/2007/08/17/094052.php 

Shantanu Dutta 

Witholding Medical Aid: The New Extortion Tool. 

 

UPI ASIA ONLINE 

August 21, 2007 

http://www.upiasiaonline.com/human_rights/2007/08/21/commentary_chhattisgarh_
casualty_of_chaotic_modernization/ 

Bijo Francis (Column: Incredible India) 

Commentary: Chhattisgarh, casualty of chaotic modernization 

 

THE HINDU 

August 22, 2007 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/08/22/stories/2007082254301100.htm 

Garimella Subramaniam 

SECURITY AT WHAT COST? 

 

ASIAN TRIBUNE (BANGKOK) 

August 30, 2007 

http://www.asiantribune.com/index.php?q=node/7169 

Bobby Ramakant 

Public pressure mounts against the arrest of Binayak Sen 

 

http://desicritics.org/2007/08/17/094052.php
http://www.upiasiaonline.com/human_rights/2007/08/21/commentary_chhattisgarh_casualty_of_chaotic_modernization/
http://www.upiasiaonline.com/human_rights/2007/08/21/commentary_chhattisgarh_casualty_of_chaotic_modernization/
http://www.hindu.com/2007/08/22/stories/2007082254301100.htm
http://www.asiantribune.com/index.php?q=node/7169
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Scoop INDEPENDENT NEWS 

(NEW ZEALAND) 

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0708/S00704.htm  

Pressure Mounts Against The Arrest Of Binayak Sen 

Thursday, 30 August 2007, 12:07 pm 
Press Release: Bobby Ramakant 

 

ZEE NEWS August 31 2007 

http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=392066&sid=REG&sname=&news=SC%20notice%20to%
20Chhattisgarh%20on%20detention%20of%20activist 

SC notice to Chhattisgarh on detention of activist 

 

NDTV  August 31 2007 

http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070024542&ch=8/31/2007%2012:29:00%2
0PM 

SC issues notice to Chhattisgarh government 

 

 

Combat Law 

July-August issue, 2007 

http://www.combatlaw.org/information.php?issue_id=35&article_id=980 

Harsh Dobhal 

Binayak Sen: Victim of State Vendetta 

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0708/S00704.htm
http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=392066&sid=REG&sname=&news=SC%20notice%20to%20Chhattisgarh%20on%20detention%20of%20activist
http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=392066&sid=REG&sname=&news=SC%20notice%20to%20Chhattisgarh%20on%20detention%20of%20activist
http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070024542&ch=8/31/2007%2012:29:00%20PM
http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20070024542&ch=8/31/2007%2012:29:00%20PM
http://www.combatlaw.org/information.php?issue_id=35&article_id=980
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September 2007 

The Hindu 

September 1, 2007 

http://www.hindu. com/2007/ 09/01/stories/ 2007090160790500 .htm 

 

Notice to Chhattisgarh on bail plea of rights activist  

Legal Correspondent  

J. Venkatesan, Deputy Editor 

Vinayak Sen has been arrested on fabricated charges, Soli Sorabjee tells Supreme Court  

 

Siasat Daily (no link provided) 

September 2, 2007 

Civil Liberty Leaders Oppose Repressive Laws   

02 September 2007 

Hyderabad, September 02: Speakers at All India convention on 'Human Rights situation and the challenges' 

organised by Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee (APCLC) here  on Sunday opined that repressive 

laws are undemocratic and were crippling down the creativity of the society by harassing the weaker 

sections. 

Prof. G. Haragopal of APCLC said that imposing of repressive laws does not justify democracy. Expressing 

concern over the state government for its failure to tackle terrorism, he said that crisis in government has 

resulted in the twin blasts in the city. He opposed govt. steps to enact new laws to suppress terrorism 

instead of to think over the cause of ghastly acts. He said that anti-terror laws like TADA or POTA were not 

lifted but were prevailing in other forms.  

Prof. Ujwal Kumar of People's Union for Democratic Rights (Delhi) said that TADA and POTA were 

extraordinary laws, which were not lapsed but were repealed for political acts. He said that judiciary caveat 

has diluted these repressive laws to some extent.  

APCLC General Secretary, Sheshaiah said that repressive laws were aimed to suppress the questioning of 

govt. and also not to organise protests. He pointed out that neo-liberal ideologists were treating citizens as 

consumers or commodity. He opposed  narco analysis test as it is against humanity.  

Shashi Bushan, PUCL of Jharkhand explained how the tribal groups in the northern states were treated 

inhumanly by the governments by resorting repressive methods. Systemic types of repression such as illegal 

arrests, jail punishments, lockup deaths, and other forms were more common.  He condemned the arrest of 

PUCL leader, Dr. Binayak Sen and also sought his release. (NSS) 
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FRONTLINE Sep. 08-21, 2007 

INDIA'S NATIONAL MAGAZINE from the publishers of THE HINDU   

http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/2007092 1500901400.htm  

Purnima S. Tripathi  

 
Strategy gone awry: Salwa Judum, or the ñpeopleôs peace movementò against 
naxalites, has turned out to be a case of a cure that is worse than the disease.  

 

 

 http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20070921501101800.htm 

  Aman Sethi  

New battle zones:   Projects and policies unveiled in Chhattisgarh suggest a 

reorganisation of priorities to favour Big Business.  

 

The New Internationalist 

September 3, 2007 

http://www.newint.org/features/special/2007/09/03/freebinayaksen/ 

Mari Marcel Thekaekara 

Free Binayak Sen! 

 

Tehelka 

September 15, 2007 

http://www.tehelka.com/story_main34.asp?filename=cr220907A_CRY.asp 

Felix Padel 

A Cry Against The Hidden War 

 

 

Chhattisgarh-Net 

September 16, 2007 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/chhattisgarh-net/message/7181 
 
Praful Bidwai, Columnist & Writer 
Mukul Sharma, Director, Amnesty International - India 

Press Release regarding press conference in Raipur and visit to health programmes 

 

 

 

http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20070921500901400.htm
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20070921501101800.htm
http://www.newint.org/features/special/2007/09/03/freebinayaksen/
http://www.tehelka.com/story_main34.asp?filename=cr220907A_CRY.asp
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/chhattisgarh-net/message/7181
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UPI Asia Online 

September 18, 2007 

http://www.upiasiaonline.com/human_rights/2007/09/18/commentary_indigenous_people_need_more_than_
promises/ 

 

Bijon Francis (Hong Kong) 

Commentary: Indigenous People Need More Than Promises 

 

Countercurrents 

September 23, 2007 

http://www.countercurrents.org/saha230907.htm 

Anoop Saha 

Response From An Ordinary Indian Citizen To Mr. Vishwaranjan 

 

Indian Express 

September 28
th
, 2007  

http://in.news.yahoo.com/070927/48/6lana.html 

(author not named) 

Binayak Senôs family turns to RTI for help. 

 

The Hindu (Leader Page) 

September 29, 2007 

http://www.thehindu.com/2007/09/29/stories/2007092955231200.htm 

Mukul Sharma 

Rights activists: persecution and resistance 

 

 

YouTube video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJDr83GwAJY 

  

CNN-IBN TV series:  

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/dr-binayak-sen-man-with-a-mission/49612-3.html 
 

 

 

http://www.upiasiaonline.com/human_rights/2007/09/18/commentary_indigenous_people_need_more_than_promises/
http://www.upiasiaonline.com/human_rights/2007/09/18/commentary_indigenous_people_need_more_than_promises/
http://www.countercurrents.org/saha230907.htm
http://in.news.yahoo.com/070927/48/6lana.html
http://www.thehindu.com/2007/09/29/stories/2007092955231200.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJDr83GwAJY
http://www.ibnlive.com/news/dr-binayak-sen-man-with-a-mission/49612-3.html
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Monday November 12th 2007 

The Wall Street Journal.  Indian Unrest Ensnares a Doctor  
By Krishna Pokharel and Paul Beckett  

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB119483106350089620.html?mod=googlenews_wsj 

 

November 16
th

, 2007 

Correspondence:  Good Works, Bad Reward 

By Boudhayan Sen 

http://online.wsj.com/public/article/SB119518402900995421.html 

 

Note:  Link provides a brief free preview.  Subscription is needed to get the full article.  The article 

and letter are reproduced on the following pages. 

 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB119483106350089620.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
http://online.wsj.com/public/article/SB119518402900995421.html
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Indian Unrest Ensnares a Doctor 
'Rights Activists' Such as Dr. Sen Caught in Middle 
By KRISHNA POKHAREL and PAUL BECKETT 
Wall Street Journal November 12, 2007; Page A8 
 
NEW DELHI -- A rebel movement that seeks to overthrow the Indian government is gaining ground across a 
swath of the country's center and south, a region rich in mineral resources but where many of the poor feel 
left out of the nation's economic boom. 

India's prime minister, Manmohan Singh, last year called the Maoist rebel movement the most serious 
security challenge facing the country. The rebels are known as Naxalites, after the Naxalbari region in the 
state of West Bengal where the movement was born 40 years ago. 

Governments in states affected by the rebellion, including the impoverished state of Chhattisgarh, have 
backed crackdowns on indigenous villages they suspect of supporting the Naxalites. But many of these 
villages sit on valuable mining lands, prompting human-rights activists to complain of a murky line between 
state-backed security operations and clearing the way for resource development. 

In Chhattisgarh alone, an estimated 100,000 villagers have been displaced -- many into temporary camps -- 
as the state solicits foreign and domestic companies to exploit its trove of iron ore, bauxite, diamonds and 
other minerals. 

This clash between development, the rights of the poor and the rebel movement has ensnared some people 
in the middle. Among the most prominent is Binayak Sen, a doctor to tribal villagers in Chhattisgarh for 25 
years. He is also a human-rights activist, frequently visiting jails where he treated prisoners, including 
prominent Naxalites. 

In May, the 57-year-old Dr. Sen was arrested and put in prison in Chhattisgarh' s capital of Raipur, charged 
with passing notes from a Naxalite leader he was treating in jail to someone outside the prison. He has been 
denied bail. Dr. Sen denies passing notes or committing any crime, and says his activities in the jail were 
constantly supervised by prison authorities. 

Dr. Sen was a vocal critic of how the state's development drive is hurting tribal villagers. So far, investments 
totaling about $21.33 billion have been proposed in the state by Indian and foreign companies, according to 
the Chhattisgarh State Investment Promotion Board. Most of the investments in the region have come from 
large Indian companies, including Jindal Steel & Power Ltd., Tata Steel and Essar Steel Ltd. 

In a speech just before his arrest, Dr. Sen said, "For the past several years, we are seeing all over India ... a 
concerted program to expropriate from the poorest people in the Indian nation their access to essentials, 
common property resources and to natural resources including land and water." 

The state government claims by arresting Dr. Sen it was enforcing state antiterrorism laws, enacted in 2005 
to beef up the legal framework used to jail Naxalites and their supporters. "It is very much according to the 
laws. We have enough proof," says Ramvichar Netam, the state's home minister in an interview. The 
government claims Dr. Sen broke the law by taking letters from a Naxalite leader in jail out of the prison. 

His backers say he was targeted simply because of his government critiques. "Dr. Binayak Sen is an 
unfortunate victim," says Mukul Sharma, director for Amnesty International in India, saying Dr. Sen is one of 
several "rights activists" subjected to harassment, arrest and torture in a nation that often takes pride in being 
the world's largest secular democracy. 

After Dr. Sen's arrest, Chhattisgarh police searched his house and seized his computer, a letter from a jail 
inmate describing deplorable conditions in prison and copies of newspapers and magazines. Dr. Sen's 
lawyers say the police used the content from these publications -- including articles on jail reform, the Naxal 
movement and American imperialism -- to criminalize "free thinking." They have petitioned India's Supreme 
Court for the denial of bail to Dr. Sen pending trial be overturned. The Supreme Court is expected to 
continue the hearing in coming weeks. 

In written answers to questions, Dr. Sen acknowledged meeting a jailed Naxalite leader several times in 
prison as part of his human-rights work, adding that "the visits to the leader in question were with police 
permission, and always in the presence of jail authorities. " He adds, "I am not a believer in violence, and 
have several times critiqued Naxal violence." 

He says it was his criticism of vigilante groups, designed to root out Naxalism in villages but which also clear 
those villages for development, that made him persona non grata with the state. 
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The groups, known as Salwa Judum, have become an increasingly powerful force by filling a void left by 
ineffective government. "The government doesn't have the self-confidence to maintain law and order in the 
state," says Puran Lal Agarwal, chairman of the Chhattisgarh Chamber of Commerce. Instead, the Salwa 
Judum -- "purification hunt" in a local dialect -- regularly searches villages for Naxalite sympathizers, 
removes villagers from their land, purportedly for their own protection, and, say human-rights activists, 
regularly engages in killings, looting and rape. 

"Salwa Judum displaces tribals and negates their land rights. This will do away with the tribes' entitlements 
and open the field for industrial development and land acquisition, " Dr. Sen says, an argument he made 
before his detention. 

The state is widely suspected of providing support for the Salwa Judum. A Chhattisgarh government 
spokesman said the state provides "moral support" for vigilante activities. "What can a state with a weak 
police force do other than help the people to defend themselves?" the official said. 
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Good Works, Bad Reward 

 

 I am overwhelmed and grateful at the article "Indian Unrest Ensnares a 

Doctor" (Politics & Economics, Nov. 12). Binayak Sen is my uncle, and 

our whole family has watched, heart-in-mouth, as a state government 

holds him in jail with near complete impunity. Dr. Sen is a graduate 

of the Christian Medical College, Vellore, and received the Paul 

Harrison Award in 2004 in recognition of his groundbreaking work in 

improving public health. Moreover, he was part of a State Health 

Advisory Committee to "put in place a statewide program for selection, 

training and deployment of community health workers." Despite what 

Chhattisgarh' s ministers would have us believe, these aren't the 

doings of a violent Naxalite. 

 

While the great Indian economic boom has been driven by the 

dedication, hard work and vision of many, it also threatens the lives 

and livelihoods of those least able to defend themselves: the poor, 

the uneducated and tribal peoples, all those who weren't invited to 

share in the "shining" India so readily touted abroad. 

 

You do a tremendous service in highlighting important failures in 

India's practice of "free" markets: lack of protection of social and 

personal property rights, and blatant violation of the "free" aspect 

of free markets. These legal rights should extend to everyone. 

Moreover, people aren't "free" to participate in a market when 

non-participation guarantees violence at the hands of government 

agents or militias. 

 

My uncle and his family are being made to pay a price by those who 

find it acceptable to trample on the rights of others in order to 

enrich themselves. I sincerely hope your reportage continues to shine 

a light on this story and help restore justice. 

 

Boudhayan Sen 

New Haven, Conn. 

 

 


